The participants in the first group were nine young, healthy volunteers (seven males and two females).
and postural hypotension (6) also has been postulated. Although it is used in schizophrenia (7) and dementia (8) , its role is questionable. Implication of AVP in learning processes and memory functions are even more controversial. The subject has been studied extensively; whilst several reports indicate improve¬ ment in memory (9) (10) (11) (12) and partial reversal of retrograde amnesia (13) , others have failed to confirm such results (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) Table 1 and the CSF concentrations (L-AVP) in Table 2 . The plasma osmolality and the Na/K ratio are given in Table 3 . The osmolality/A VP ratio is shown in Table 4 and the Na/AVP ratio in Table 5 .
Plasma AVP All groups presented a similar secretory pattern with two peak levels, the first at 16 .00 h and the second during the night. The levels measured at 16.00 h were significantly higher than those at 12.00 h ( = 0.03). 
